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To  The 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Barnard  Castle. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1911. 


GENTLEMEN,— 

1.  I beg  leave  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1911. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  General  Health  of  your  area  was  much  on  a par  with 

former  years.  There  occurred  the  usual  amount  of  sickness  which  is  inseparable  from  any  community. 

During  the  first  quarter  the  rate  of  sickness  was  high,  chiefly  owing  to  epidemics  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough.  However,  both  diseases  were  practically  extinct  before  the  Quarter’s  end. 

The  Health  of  the  Inhabitants  was  exceedingly  good  during  the  Middle  Quarters,  and 
although  the  weather  was  of  a dry  and  hot  nature  during  the  later  months  of  the  above  period, 
no  disease  of  any  moment  made  its  appearance.  Towards  the  later  months  of  the  year 
Influenza  and  troubles  which  follow  in  its  wake,  began  to  be  prevalent.  Also  Scarlet  Fever  broke 
out  in  a mild  form,  but  reached  no  severity  as  far  as  this  Report  is  concerned. 

2.  I have  during  my  term  of  office  examined  all  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Bake-houses,  Slaughter- 

houses, and  many  other  trade  premises  throughout  the  area.  Many  defects  were  found  and  instruc- 
tions given,  and  the  advice  has  generally  been  acted  upon. 

3.  NUISANCES.  The  following  comprise  the  list  of  defects  and  nuisances  which  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  brought  to  my  notice.  The  results  of  advice  given  I think  you  will  find 
satisfactory. 
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4.  MILK  SUPPLIES.  The  examination  of  all  sources  of  Milk  supply  received  attention 
regularly  from  the  Inspector  and  myself.  Some  defects  were  found  and  informal  notices  given,  and 
such  have  as  a rule  been  acted  upon.  One  formal  notice  it  was  considered  necessary  to  give,  and 

this  also,  I am  pleased  to  say,  has  received  attention. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  milk  supply  of  your  area  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  At 
the  same  time  I think  the  wooden  sheds  which  have  been  erected  of  recent  years  are  not  desirable, 

owing  to  their  proximity  to  public  footpaths,  and  also  as  to  the  material  of  which  they  are 

constructed. 


5.  FOOD  SUPPLIES.  No  complaint  has  reached  me  as  to  the  wholesomeness  of  food 
supply,  and  no  Tuberculous  meat  has  been  exposed  for  sale  during  the  year. 

6.  WATER  SUPPLY.  The  supply  of  water  to  the  area  continues  satisfactory.  It  is  quite 
true  that  during  last  summer  the  Reservoir  was  very  low,  but  this  is  probably  from  waste  in  the 
town,  and  undoubtedly  leakage  between  the  spring  and  reservoir  particularly.  I should  recommend 
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that  new  iron  piping  be  laid  between  the  spring  and  the  public  road  near  Stonykeld.  This 
would  at  least  be  a beginning  as  to  finding  out  where  leakage  occurs,  and  as  a preventative  of 
possible  pollution.  The  whole  piping  from  source  to  supply  should  receive  attention.  The  purity 
of  the  water  is  beyond  doubt  at  present.  Samples  I have  tested  as  to  possible  impurities  at  three 
separate  places,  viz  : — i.  Immediately  below  the  springs;  ii.  The  reservoir  itself;  iii.  The  ordinary 
tap  within  the  area.  I have  found  all  samples  to  be  pure  and  free  from  contamination.  The  only 
difficulty  seems  to  be  a constant  supply  at  certain  times  and  seasons. 

7.  POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS.  Pollution  to  a very  small  extent  may  occasionally  occur 
in  the  Urban  Area,  but  it  is  so  small  that  I think  the  Tees  suffers  little  indeed.  I take  it  that 
when  the  new  low-level  sewer  is  laid  the  pollution  of  the  Tees  in  the  Barnard  Castle  District  will 

be  nil. 

8.  SEWERAGE.  The  general  sewerage  of  the  town  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sewer  running  along  Bridgegate.  This  latter  is  now  receiving  your  attention, 
and  an  engineer  has,  I believe,  reported  on  the  requirements  of  Bridgegate  and  adjoining  properties 
and  is  preparing  plans  as  to  the  construction  of  a new  sewer. 

THE  SEWAGE  FARM  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  the  effluent  has  been 
found  wonderfully  pure  on  the  occasions  I have  examined  it.  New  and  extended  trenching  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  further  improve  the  effectiveness  of  the  farm  in  dealing  with  the  town’s  sewerage. 

THE  REFUSE  TIP  has  been  in  a satisfactory  condition,  especially  since  all  refuse 
from  trades  has  been  stopped  from  being  tipped  there. 

9.  Great  strides  have  been  made  during  the  year  as  to  water-closet  and  ash-closet  accom- 
modation. Ten  ash-pit  privies  were  converted  into  water-closets.  Eight  ash-closets  were  made  into 
water-closets,  but  no  ash-pit  privies  were  converted  into  ash-closets. 

The  total  water-closets  in  the  area  is  782. 

,,  ash-pit  closets  ,,  105. 

,,  ash-pit  privies  ,,  8G. 

This  therefore  means  a decided  increase  of  water-closets,  an  increase  of  ash-closets,  and 
a decrease  of  ash-pit  privies  by  29,  as  compared  with  last  years  figures. 

Many  ash-pit  privies  were  condemned,  and  I hope  that  water-closets  will  take  their 
place  as  early  as  circumstances  will  permit.  Some  of  those  are  at  present  held  in  abeyance,  pend- 
ing the  construction  of  the  low-level  sewer.  I may  here  state  that  all  the  outdoor  earth-closets  at 
the  North  Eastern  County  School  have  been,  converted  into  water-closets. 

10.  HOUSE  REFUSE.  Removal  of  house  refuse  was  still  undertaken  by  your  Council 
and  the  same  was  satisfactory.  All  privies  and  ash-middens  received  regular  attention. 

11.  HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT.  Closing  Orders.  During  the  year  five 
new  houses,  suitable  for  the  working  classes,  were  erected  and  all  are  occupied.  A number  of  houses 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  and  of  these 
some  were  demolished,  and  some  received  such  repairs  by  their  respective  owners,  as  to  render  them 
fit  for  habitation.  By  the  complete  removal  of  useless  outhouses  many  properties  were  improved  as 
to  air-space,  lighting  and  through-ventilation. 

12.  There  are  some  dwellings  in  the  area  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  but  might  be 
made  fit  for  habitation  if  the  owners  would  only  undertake  the  work  of  improvements  recommended 
to  them,  but  there  seems  to  be  a feeling  that  the  owners  as  far  as  such  property  goes,  could  not 
afford  to  do  so. 

I wish  to  add  that  many  owners  of  properties  have  found  it  advisable  to  meet  the 
Council’s  requests  and  have  put  their  property  into  a sanitary  state  with  advantageous  results. 

If  the  Owners  of  old  property  would  try  to  meet  the  reasonable  requirements  of  the 
Council,  I am  sure  that  no  such  list  as  I now  tabulate  would  again  appear  in  any  report.  On  the 
report  of  Dr.  Sevier,  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  August  22nd  1910,  the  following  Closing 
Orders  were  made  on  the  25th  August 

Occupied  Premises  ...  ...  ...  27 

Unoccupied  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Number  of  Premises  put  into  order  in  pursuance 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Premises  Vacated  in  pursuance  of  Orders  10 

Number  of  Premises,  in  respect  of  which  Orders 

for  Demolition  were  made,  17th  Nov.,  1911  ...  9 

Orders  made  by  Bench  for  compulsory  Ejectment  6 

It  seems  to  me  that  many  small-rented  dwellings  in  the  Horse  Market,  Market  Place, 
Bank,  and  Thorngate,  by  removal  of  old  disused  sheds,  old  walls,  refuse  heaps,  etc.,  would  be  vastly 
improved,  so  as  to  become  more  habitable  as  far  as  air-space,  lighting  and  back  accommodation  is 
concerned,  to  say  nothing  of  sanitation. 

13.  VITAL  STATISTICS.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  80. 
To  this  number,  however,  must  be  added  5 deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  area,  but  registered 
in  other  districts,  and  9 deaths  must  be  taken  from  the  total  representing  the  number  of  such 
registered  in  the  area  but  belonging  to  other  districts.  Thus  altogether  76  deaths  occurred  properly 
belonging  to  your  area.  This  gives  an  annual  death-rate  of  15.94  per  1000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion of  4,766.  This  rate  compares  favourably  with  recent  years.  It  is  higher  than  the  two  previous 
years,  but  much  less  than  the  two  years  again  preceding  that,  namely  1907  and  1908. 

14.  INFANT  MORTALITY.  I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  Infant  Mortality  v7as  high 
during  the  past  year,  namely  13  deaths.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  141.30  per  1000  births,  and  a 
rate  of  2.73  per  1000  inhabitants.  The  rate  has  not  been  so  high  since  1903  when  18  deaths 
occurred.  The  causes  of  death  were  various,  but  the  largest  number  from  any  one  cause  was  three 
deaths  from  Enteritis,  probably  the  result  of  Summer  Diarrhoea.  Twenty-four  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  over  65  years  of  age — 10  males  and  14  females.  The  oldest  male  died  at  the  age  of  87, 
and  two  females  died  at  the  advanced  ages  of  92  years. 

15.  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE.  Three  deaths  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough,  two  under  one 
year  of  age,  and  one  slightly  older.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  0.42  per  1000  of  the  population. 

16.  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS  was  the  cause  of  death  in  ten  persons  and  Tubercle  of 
the  Brain  two  deaths.  Thus  twelve  deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  Tubercular  Disease,  giving 
a mortality  of  2.51  per  1000  of  the  population. 

No  Sanitorium  exists  nearer  than  Stanhope-in-Weardale,  which  is  nearly  30  miles 
distant  by  rail.  The  difficulty  in  getting  the  poorer  people  into  such  institutions  is  undoubtedly 
the  expense.  It  is  true  that  cases  have  been  sent  for  Sanitorium  treatment  both  by  the  Barnard 
Castle  Dispensary  and  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with  good  results.  It  therefore  remains  for  the 
majority  of  cases  to  be  treated  in  their  own  homes,  whether  the  particular  case  be  one  of  early, 
intermediate  or  advanced  in  nature. 

17.  BIRTHS.  The  number  of  Births  registered  during  1911  was  92.  Giving  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  19-30  per  1000  inhabitants.  I am  sorry  to  report  that  this  birth-rate  has  not  been 
so  low  for  many  years. 

18.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  These  were  not  at  all  prevalent  during  the  year  (with  the 
exception  of  a measles  epidemic)  and  compares  favourably  with  last  year.  The  following  is  the  list : 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  30 


19.  THE  FEVER  HOSPITAL  was  improved  during  the  year  by  the  addition  of  an 
Administrative  Block,  which  is  a great  asset  in  the  proper  treatment  and  comfort  of  the  patients 
as  also  the  attendants.  It  might  now  be  possible  to  treat  three  different  diseases  (including 
small-pox),  but  only  if  the  cases  were  few  in  number.  The  only  serious  drawback  is  the  water 
supply.  In  fact  there  is  no  supply  whatsoever.  Water  for  domestic  purposes  might  be  got  from  the 
well  now  existing,  but  I am  unable  to  recommend  it  as  a potable  water.  If  a supply  cannot  be  got 
from  a near  source  then  a supply  becomes  necessary  from  the  Urban  District  mains. 
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20.  SUMMER  DIARRHOEA  was  not  very  severe  in  the  area  despite  the  hot  and  dry 
months  experienced.  However,  three  deaths  occurred,  showing  the  great  mortality  from  this  trouble 
in  infants  and  young  people.  Every  precaution  was  taken  as  to  prevention,  and  leaflets  were  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  area  giving  instructions  as  to  the  protection  of  food  from  flies,  as  to  the 
destruction  of  flies,  as  to  the  prompt  removal  of  all  dirt  and  filth  near  a dwelling,  and  also  as  to 
keeping  houses  well  ventilated  and  clean. 

21.  WORKSHOPS  & FACTORIES.  I have  made  inspections  and  given  informal  notices 
of  small  matters  requiring  attention,  but  have  found  no  serious  matters  to  require  report.  No  action 
was  necessitated  as  regards  offensive  trades. 

THE  INSPECTOR  reports  having  stoved  or  destroyed  nine  lots  of  Infectious  Bedding. 
He  has  also  disinfected  nine  Houses  and  one  School. 


21st  February,  1912. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

H.  WEIGHTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Printed  by  A.  Y.  Hempsall,  2,  Queen  Street,  Barnard  Castle. 


